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Eskbank & Newbattle’s first
Community Council Newsletter

If you have received a copy of this newsletter,
then you are within the Ward boundaries of
ENCC, as shown opposite. This may be news
to some residents, particularly those living
in the Kippielaw reaches of the Ward, but it
is our intention to represent the interests of
each corner of our community as well as any
group of volunteers can.
ENCC meets on the first Thursday of each
month, apart from school vacation periods
and is open to all residents.
We currently have vacancies for 5 more
community councillors and hope that some
of you will feel tempted to get in touch and
find out more about what it means to be a
community councillor.

Government Reporter overturns
Council decision at Hardengreen

On 24th July the Reporter issued his decision
to allow the construction of two drivethrough restaurants at the Hardengreen
site near McDonald’s. The decision cannot
be appealed against and continues a trend
where local decisions are being overturned
by central government. ENCC will continue
to seek to find effective ways to oppose
such actions and to promote more effective
community engagement in planning matters.

Eskbank & Newbattle Community Boundary

What is a Community Council?
A Community Council (CC) is a voluntary organisation set up by statute by the
Local Authority and run by local residents to act on behalf of their community. They are non-party-political and nonsectarian and must represent all people
in the area without prejudice.
The main role of a CC is to channel and
represent the opinion of the local community on matters that affect them and
to become involved in, and support, local
issues and projects. It has a special role
in the planning process and has the right
to be notified of and respond to planning
applications relating to the community,
providing a local view to be considered
on applications. CCs should contribute

to the preparation of strategic development and local plans.
CCs also facilitate a wide range of activities which promote the wellbeing of their
community. They bring local people together to help promote and protect community identity and to positively make
things happen. CCs are the strongest
means of becoming involved in the local
community and all local authorities in
Scotland encourage citizens to become
involved.
CCs must adopt a constitution stating
their title and dealing with such matters as office bearers, finance, frequency
of meetings, standing orders and the
method of election of members. All

members of the community council are
equally responsible for the community
council’s decisions. A community council may co-opt additional non-voting
members. CCs can complement the role
of the local authority but are not part of
it. In Scotland, CCs are dependent upon
local authority funding, which is usually
received for running costs only.
Eskbank & Newbattle Community
Council (ENCC) is always looking for
new members and associates to help to
deliver local initiatives, and encourages
all residents to become involved in some
way. There are currently several vacancies on the council that need to be filled.
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Action on Active Travel

After almost two years of consultation,
Midlothian Council (MLC) approved
its Active Travel Strategy (ATS) in April
2019. You can find the strategy online
here: (https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/
downloads/file/3485/midlothian_active_travel_strategy). The purpose of
this strategy is to provide a framework
of objectives for investment, to identify
the improvements required to deliver a
comprehensive and well-connected network and to guide future active travel infrastructure and promotional initiatives.
ENCC strongly supports the objectives
of the ATS and has recently been involved in trying to secure funds and permissions for two cycleways in our Ward.
One was the ill-fated proposal to create
a cycleway between Eskbank station and
Kings Park in Dalkeith and the other is a
successful application to build a similar
path between Hardengreen and Newtongrange town centre.
The Hardengreen - Newtongrange proposal will require a lot of work to ensure
that it can be delivered within the September 2020 deadline imposed by the

Do We Need to Save Kippielaw Again?
The first proposals for large-scale development of the land surrounding Kippielaw Steadings emerged back in 2013
and were met by an overwhelming rejection from an unprecedented number
of respondents, leading to the proposals
being rejected. But the prospect of 500
houses being built on land designated
for farming has returned, triggered by
Midlothian Council’s (MLC) pursuit of a
parcel of the land to build a new Primary
School. Unsurprisingly, Gladman Developments have regarded the proposed
new school as placing an “Open for Development” sign on the land surrounding it and submitted a Pre-Application
Planning Consultation, which MLC has
agreed.
Locals – and a number of Community
Councils - believe that if a planning application for the school is approved MLC
will need to override the Local Plan
and all the associated Planning Policies
which protect the zoning of Countryside

funding source. ENCC and the Newtongrange Community Council intend
to work together with the MLC team, to
ensure successful delivery of this project.
The overriding lessons learned from
both of these initiatives are that a significant amount of preparatory work is
required before getting to the point of
trying to “make it happen”, and that this
must include a timely and comprehensive communications plan. The other
major learning point is that there are a
lot of people in our ward who are very
keen to make proposals like this a reality
but who currently have no local, organising focus.
ENCC has set up an Active Travel Group
and is in the process of bringing together
people who may be interested in supporting such a group and contributing to
its working, decision-making and strategy. We intend that the group will be
very informal, with no office-bearers or
hierarchy, at least initially, but will act as
a focus for people interested in making
Midlothian a place where active travel is
a central feature of policy-making, and
not simply a slogan and a document on
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the council’s website.
Eventually the group might operate under the banner of the Midlothian Federation of Community Councils (MFCC),
or some other interested sponsoring
body. We look forward to seeing how
things develop.
A closed facebook group has been created (with a WhatsApp group soon to
follow) so that like-minded people can
share news and ideas. Eventually, physical meetings will be held so that people
can get to know each other better, but
we won’t rely on meetings to enable the
group to function.
ENCC would like to invite residents and
enthusiasts from across Midlothian to
join this group. Contact ENCC if you are
interested in establishing a place where
we can work together to share ideas and
to develop some of them to the point
where we have “shovel-ready” projects
on the shelf, ready to submit funding
applications as sources appear. The link
to the fb group is here (https://www.facebook.com/groups/MidlothianActiveTravelActionGroup/).

in the Plan. This would require MLC
to set aside all the arguments which
have protected this land to date and
the Planning Committee will find it
difficult to reject the inevitable proposals for housing development that
would follow. Any refusal by MLC
would likely be overturned by a Scottish Government-appointed Reporter, following the inevitable appeal.
At the heart of the renewed concerns
over Kippielaw’s future and the potential for coalescence of all the sur- Affected area surrounding Kippielaw Steading
rounding communities, is the Midcommunities were not granted an Equal
lothian Local Development Plan, which
Right of Appeal (ERA), which was very
designates these parcels of land as being
strongly opposed by developers, in the
protected for agricultural use and not aprecently-passed Planning Bill. Ignoring
propriate for development.
the democratically-agreed outcomes of
The Local Plan was the result of exten- the consultation would seriously undersive local consultation and reflects the mine the basis on which communities
Scottish Government’s priority for early and Local Authorities engage and it is to
engagement with communities in the be hoped that extensive, meaningful and
preparation of such plans. A belief in timely consultations will be undertaken
the effectiveness of early engagement before any proposal to abandon the Lowas the main justification for why local cal Plan is considered.
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How Polluted is the Esk?

ful bacteria on a regular basis.

Back in June 2018 local residents began
to comment on the volume of sanitary
towels, wet wipes and an awful smell
originating by the River South Esk. The
source of this pollution was soon traced
to the Scottish Water sewage outlets near
the Sun Inn and to the Mary Burn, which
flows into the Esk at Newbattle Abbey
College and on to the historic Maiden
Brig. Many residents contacted Scottish
Water and SEPA to report the incidents
and action was promised.

Pressing for significant improvements
to how our waste water is treated is one
part of the solution, but we also appeal to
residents all to do our bit, to transform
the scale of the problem, by changing behaviours and not flushing inappropriate
items. You can find SW’s guidelines for
what we should flush here (https://www.
scottishwater.co.uk/en/Your-Home/
Campaigns/Keep-the-Cycle-Running)
and how to report pollution to them here
(https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/en/
Your-Home/Sewage-Pollution).

In August, with the pollution still evident,
locals Joy Godfrey and Stuart Forbes decided to do something about it and made
their first video, illustrating the extent of
pollution on one stretch of the Esk, after
Scottish Water said they had performed
a clean-up. Scottish Water and SEPA got
in touch immediately but, more importantly, the video attracted massive interest from the public and led to the adoption of the hashtag ‘#ImBackCaring’.
In September, the Forth District Salmon
Fishery Board and Colin Beattie, MSP,
made separate visits to the area to see
the extent of the problem for themselves.
FDSFB added their concerns to SEPA
and Colin directly contacted Scottish
Water. Reports continue to pile up from
residents who say they have reported
concerns many times, but never see any
action. By October the problems were
reported in the Midlothian Advertiser
and Scottish Water came to a meeting of
ENCC where they reported that cleanup operations were ongoing and would
continue and that improved maintenance was to be introduced. However,
the point was made that SW were only
tackling the visible pollution and that
there was much more concern about the
pollution that we could not see, resulting
from untreated sewage being allowed to
flow into the Esk. There are major concerns about the fact that there is an accepted level of such pollution “built-in”
to the system.
Since that time, the problems have been
reported on STV news, a statement has
been made in the Scottish Parliament,
reassurances were given by a Cabinet
Secretary that extra money would be
provided to SW to enable them to meet
their obligations and SEPA would be

The Maiden Brig over the South Esk
“adequately funded to perform its regulatory role to protect our environment”.
By the time of the ENCC March 2019
meeting it was reported that Scottish
Water action appeared quite limited and
the most obvious initiative has been the
poster campaign. It was also a concern
that there had been weeks of articles in
the Advertiser that implied the clean-up
was more or less done, when the reality
was that much of it has been quite superficial and little of the really old pollution has been cleaned away. MSP Andy
Wightman visited the area and raised the
problem to a national level. By the time
of the Summer break, we had learned
that SW had spent £123,536 on cleanups and physical barriers, but had still
not addressed the underlying and fundamental concern that the river is polluted
with bacteria from untreated sewage.
Our communities know that the unprecedented increase in development in Midlothian has not been met with matching
infrastructure investment to deal with
the consequences. As a result, increased
domestic waste, combined with changed
patterns of rainfall, is overloading a system that is designed to allow sewage to
enter our rivers and water systems when
the system is overloaded by excess surface water drainage during heavy rain.
While residents are grateful that the
physical manifestation of pollution is
being addressed, to some extent, we will
not give up on lobbying for changes to
infrastructure to protect our families and
pets from exposure to potentially harm-

Please also report every incident of pollution that you see to SEPA (0800 80 70
60 or https://apps.sepa.org.uk/EnvironmentalEvents) (or use http://forthdsfb.
org/protecting-the-fish/pollution/) and
to Scottish Water (https://www.scottishwater.co.uk). They are obliged to respond
and their performance is measured.
Only by keeping this topic on the agenda
will we ever see the necessary improvements. Look for comment on social media using “#ImBackCaring”.

Our Next Meetings and Annual
General Meeting
On November 7th and December 5th we will
hold our last meetings for 2019. The December meeting will also be our AGM. At the
AGM we will report back on what has been
done during the year and elect new Community Councillors to replace those who are not
continuing after their three year term and to
fill any vacancies.
The meetings are planned to take place at our
regular meeting location; Edinburgh College,
Dalhousie Road. They begin at 18:30 and finish at 20:30. Should there be any changes to
location or timing, they will be advertised as
far in advance as possible. All meetings are
open to all residents and, if meetings are at
incenvenient times, drop us an email at enccmailbox@gmail.com to get yourself added
to our mailing list for copies of agenda and
minutes.
For up-to-date on line coverage of local issues
see Midlothian View
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Neighbourly Notes
Think about disabled users and families with
buggies:
•
Avoid parking on the kerb; always use
your drive or garage, if you have one.
•
Remove bins from the pavements as
soon as you can.
Considering your neighbours:
•
Could you help a neighbour by putting
their bin away too?
•
Keep an eye out for elderly neighbours
and be vigilant about strangers in your
street.
•
At this time of year, maybe you could
lend a hand to a neighbour to keep their
garden tidy. They’re bound to appreciate
it.
Useful Numbers
Call Midlothian Council for:
•
Bins and recycling, Street Lighting,
Roads & Pavements 0131 561 5284
•
Revenues and benefits 0131 271 3201
•
Repairs 0131 663 7211
•
Adult social work 0131 271 3900
•
Children and families 0131 271 3413
•
Homelessness 0131 271 3397
•
Registration office 0131 271 3281
•
Main switchboard and other services
0131 270 7500
•
Policy and Road safety 0131 271 3501
(Planning responses; new infrastructure
such as new roads, cycleways, signals,
crossings; road construction consents;
parking enforcement; school travel
plans; crossing guides; speed limits;
parking restrictions; etc).
•
Network and Structures 0131 561 5311
(Bridges, culverts, flood protection,
inspection and maintenance of the road
network).
•
Operations manager 0131 270 5734
(Depot and works on-site, gulley
cleaning, winter maintenance, etc).
•
Street Lighting Manager 0131 561 5222
(Street lights, traffic signals and anything
on the network that requires power).
Working for the Community
Think about joining the Community Council,
or attending meetings to bring up issues you
care about.
We can help you to organise a Litter Pick in
your area.
Our Facebook page is at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/eskbank/
where current information and comment can
be found.
Further Information
The Scottish Community Councils website is
at http://www.communitycouncils.scot/
Further information on Development Trusts
in Scotland
https://dtascot.org.uk/

Why One Dalkeith Matters to All of Us

One Dalkeith is a community-led Development Trust that arose from the decision, in
2015, by Dalkeith’s two local community
councils (‘Dalkeith & District’ and ‘Eskbank
& Newbattle’) to hold a public meeting to
explore what people from all of Dalkeith’s
communities wanted for the town. This was
followed up with many further meetings and
events to establish community views.
In summary, the community said Dalkeith
needed:
•
An improved Town Centre
•
Community facilities
•
Community cohesion (bringing people
from all parts of Dalkeith together)
Development trusts are not-for-profit, community based, owned and led commercial
organisations with charitable status; engaged
in the economic, environmental and social
regeneration of a defined area or community;
independent, but seek to work in partnership
with other private, voluntary, and public sector organisations.
Since its formation the focus for One Dalkeith
has remained fixed on these objectives and
has delivered several successes.
•
Gaining accreditation from the Development Trusts Association Scotland
(DTAS)
•
Securing funding from the Scottish
Community Alliance to pay for a Community Enterprise Consultant.

How to Get Involved

Being a Community Councillor is not for
everyone, but everyone can be involved in the
activities and decisions being taken on your
behalf.
The simplest step is to come to the regular
meetings, which we advertise on our notice
board, in our email updates and on the Eskbank & Newbattle Community Forum on
facebook. Here you will learn about the latest Midlothian Council initiatives and how
we propose to respond to them. You’ll hear
about Planning issues that will affect us and
have an opportunity to shape our responses.
You’ll also hear progress on all of our ongoing projects or initiatives and have a chance
to join in.
Hugely valuable to us, but still not taking up
too much of your time, you could volunteer
to join our Delivery Team. Every few months,
and at least quarterly, ENCC will be delivering a newsletter or a flyer about a meeting or
event. It’s quite a task to get over 2,000 items
delivered around the ward, but for every volunteer who can deliver in their own street,
the task for everyone else becomes reduced.
If working on an issue, but not as a Community Councillor, appeals to you then we
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This helped to assess the financial stability
(undertaking financial modelling) and the
viability of a proposed social enterprise business model and funding strategy, and has
supported the development of a high-level
business plan.
•
Successfully secured 3 years funding
from the Midlothian Council Large
Grants Scheme.
•
Secured a lease on 21 Eskdaill Court,
Dalkeith, as a base for the organisation.
•
Launched the Business Improvement
District consultation (BIDS) with local
businesses and the community.
•
Continued with good works to support
community-led initiatives under the Environment and Arts, Cultural & Heritage “petals” of the Trust.
All of these activities have been undertaken
by volunteers.
Membership of One Dalkeith is free and
is open to every resident of the greater
Dalkeith area. You can join online at https://
onedalkeith.wildapricot.org/join-in or drop
in to sign up at Eskdaill Court. To date One
Dalkeith has over 200 members. If you would
like to support their community work but
don’t have time to be active, please consider
supporting their fund-raising appeal on
Just Giving https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/onedalkeithcommunityhub .

welcome Associate members who will work
on the sub-groups which tackle issues like
Road Safety, or Active Travel, or Planning issues like the developments proposed for Kippielaw. Associate members can contribute
to specific issues that interest, or affect, them
without having to attend ENCC meetings
Finally, join the ENCC as a Community
Councillor and help shape developments in
our neighbourhood and throughout Midlothian. We can make arrangements for those
who find attendance at meetings difficult, so
long as we can communicate regularly. At
our AGM we plan to put forward an amendment to the Constitution to allow two of our
members to be formally designated as “Digital Community Councillors”, who will conduct almost all business electronically and
may never attend a formal meeting.
Get in touch with us with your thoughts
about these articles and your suggestions
and ideas for what we ought to cover in our
next newsletter, or at a future meeting. We
can be reached on Facebook (opposite), or
via email on enccmailbox@gmail.com .
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