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Above: trees at Melville Gate Road threatened by development

Planning changes: how you can help protect our area

S

cotland’s new strategic approach to planning and land
use to 2045 coincides with the Scottish Government’s
ambitious target of transitioning towards a net-zero society by
the same year. Now combined with Local Development Plans
(LDPs), the fourth National Planning Framework (NPF4) will
inform future planning proposals for Scotland over the next
quarter of a century and affect us all.
With its adoption expected soon, NPF4 will provide a vision
for how environmental targets will translate into action
through planning. It will include 18 developments of ‘national
importance’, including a Central Scotland Green Network and
an Urban Mass/Rapid Transit Network, for city regions like
Edinburgh. These, with the potential to impact communities
directly, will guide LDPs and are also important for
communities and community councils in developing new Local
Place Plans (LPPs).
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The aim of LPPs - community-led plans setting out proposals
for the development and use of land - is to improve community
engagement and build public trust in planning matters. They
give local people the opportunity to prioritise what’s important
to them and have a positive influence in the future planning of
development in their areas. Once registered with the planning
authority, these will be taken into account when the Local
Development Plan is being prepared.
With Midlothian’s LDP now due for review, it’s vital our
voices are heard. Once the guidance has been set out, ENCC
is expecting to engage extensively with the community later
this year to produce the Local Place Plan for Eskbank and
Newbattle. This will be an opportunity to identify and protect
the local assets we value, as well as having adopted into policy
other issues we might want taken into consideration. We’ll
keep you informed via our meetings, noticeboards and website.

Defibrillator for Eskbank
We are delighted to
announce that the ENCCfunded community
defibrillator is to be installed
at Eskbank Trading in Station
Road, with the generous
assistance of St John Scotland.
We’d like to thank Bobby and
Alan McCorquodale for

agreeing to this. St John
Scotland will provide
free community CPR and
defibrillator training in the
coming months, with details
publicised via our website
and noticeboards, as
well as on the ENCF
Facebook page.

Scan me!
For the ENCC
website, or visit
eskbanknewbattlecc.org

Action on
Active Travel

A
Keeping up community character
in Midlothian
Councillor Peter Smaill reflects on the impact of planning
trends here in Midlothian and across Scotland.

“B

est ever!” “Awful!” Reactions on
the TV show Grand Designs to
a Perthshire couple’s half-trad bothy
restoration coupled with a matt-black
21st century ultra-glazed extension,
which split public opinion. Would this
be allowed to happen in Midlothian’s
conservation areas – even in Victorian
showpiece, Eskbank?

ENCC Noticeboards
Residents of Newbattle Abbey
Crescent may have spotted a recent
addition to the railings by the bus
stop – ENCC’s newest noticeboard!
The wooden one at Eskbank Toll has
just been refurbished and we’re now
looking for a site at Kippielaw, to
help keep our community informed
with what we’re doing.

ENCC Chair Brian Wailes (r) and
Vice-Chair Alan Symon
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The answer is – well, yes! The old
assumption that any changes should look
as if they’d always been there, with local
materials and conventional windows,
has gone. According to guidance from
Historic Scotland, new interventions in
traditional places don’t have to look ‘old’
to harmonise with their surroundings.
However, it advises the use of highquality sustainable materials, which are
well-detailed and finished to integrate
with traditional buildings.
New design should correspond to
the ‘narrative’ of the place - even if
the planning world has its own way of
thinking. Planners are not encouraging
the creative use of traditional forms;
instead, home-owners’ preferences
for large glazed areas are increasingly
popular and being approved.
There are ambitious plans to re-model
Jarnac Court in Dalkeith. Nearby
buildings have a delightful mix of
character and the new, mainly residential
developments will need to fit in and not
repeat the mistakes of the ‘60’s. My hope
is that the Council will not just allow
for local consultations to sound out the
need for an aesthetically pleasing and
harmonious alternative. They should
put the key designs to an advisory civic
vote. Our County deserves a handsome
centre and to build on the successful
renovations and restorations from
Edinburgh Road to Dalkeith Palace.
Let the people decide!

cknowledging the fastestincreasing population of
any Scottish region, Midlothian
Council’s (MLC) Active Travel
Strategy puts the provision of a
sustainable transport network at
the heart of this growth.
Active travel schemes encourage
residents to see walking and
cycling as their main choice for
short, everyday journeys. The
expansion of housebuilding gives
opportunities to collaborate with
developers in creating new paths
and cycleways to integrate with the
existing network. Over the longer
term, and in addition to health and
social benefits, the aim is to reduce
traffic congestion and improve air
quality. ENCC has participated in
MLC’s recent consultation, which
will update the strategy in 2022/23.
Our active travel group scrutinises
planning applications for new
housing to ensure they include
adequate provision of and links to
local multi-use paths. In addition,
we attend MTRAP (Midlothian
Travel Roads and Paths), monitor
MLC’s work and future plans in
this regard, meet with Councillors
and contribute to the Midlothian
Active Travel Forum on your
behalf. The aim is to improve paths
within Midlothian, as well as those
enabling cyclists to commute across
the region and from Dalkeith
to Edinburgh.
Looking ahead, discussions are
ongoing to assist cyclists and
pedestrians at Eskbank Toll and
there is interest in reinstating
access from the Water Tower to
Ironmills Park. ENCC is in contact
with MLC and Dalkeith & District
Community Council on both these
issues. Progress is slow, but we’ll let
you know of any outcomes.

To volunteer, contact
riverflyonthesk@gmail.com

Success for Esk River Group
The home-grown and unique citizen science project, Riverfly
on the Esk, has been recognised across the UK for its dedication
to improving the Lothian Esk
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purred on by a history of pollution in our local river and
the impending pressures resulting from climate change, it’s
a beacon project for the development of similar local groups in
Scotland. And now, thanks to extra funding, it’s set to expand.
Set up in July 2019 in the grounds of Newbattle Abbey, when
12 volunteers trained to become official riverfly surveyors, it’s
already more than doubled in size and surveys nine locations
every month along the Esk. Volunteers monitor riverfly
populations and the data collected is entered onto a national
database, used by conservation organisations UK-wide.

The project already provides early detection of pollution events
and ‘trigger levels’, requiring a response from the authorities.
The new funding, from Midlothian Council, Musselburgh
District Angling Association and Earthwatch, will allow the
group to provide water-testing data, as well as monitor three
additional sites.
Now joined with Esk Valley Trust, the group is looking for
volunteers to help with this exciting new phase. Could you
spare a few hours a month to support our river? No previous
experience is required, as training and all kit is provided
to adults over 18. ENCC is delighted to have helped fund
training packs. For further information, see https://www.
environment.gov.scot/get-involved/scottish-freshwaterhub/riverfly-on-the-esk.

Project volunteers
monitor riverfly
populations in
the River Esk

Esk River
Improvement Group
The Esk River Improvement Group (ERIG)
comprises various authorities, organisations and
community groups including ENCC and meets
quarterly to work on improving the health of the
River Esk. You can help! If you have ideas, questions
and energy to put into caring for our river, let us
know – mailbox@eskbanknewbattlecc.org.

Make your garden
hedgehog friendly!
Despite the loss of up to one third of hedgehogs in the UK over
the past 10 years, putting them on the priority species list, we’re
lucky to still have them in our area. You can help them now by
creating a 13cm hedgehog highway in your garden fence or wall
to let them roam, and avoiding the use of chemicals and slug
pellets in your garden.
For more information visit https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.
uk/things-to-do/helping-wildlife-at-home/hedgehogs/
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Your community needs you!
Improve our area by joining the ENCC

Useful
Numbers
Midlothian Council
switchboard
0131 270 7500
Adult Social Work
0131 271 3900
Ageing Well Leisure
Service
0131 561 6506
Bins/recycling
0131 561 5284
Children & Families
0131 271 3413
0800 731 6969 (out of hours)
Council tax & Benefits
0131 271 3201
Homelessness
0131 271 3397
0131 201 2966 (out of hours)
Midlothian Libraries
0131 271 3980
Road defects, pavements
0131 561 3398
Registrars
0131 271 3281
Street Lighting
0131 271 5222
Citizens Advice Dalkeith
0131 660 1636
Crimestoppers
0800 555 111
Environmental issues
SEPA: 0800 80 70 60
Mains water & sewer
problems
Scottish Water: 08000 778 778

E

skbank and Newbattle Community
Council is made up of local people
who have one thing in common, a wish
to make our community a better place to
live and to try to influence policy makers’
decisions, by making them aware of the
opinions and needs of the people
they represent.
We are now looking to expand our
membership to ensure representation of
all areas within the ward and particularly
from Newbattle Abbey Crescent
and Kippielaw.
We would also like to hear from young
people who live within our area and have
an interest in local issues.
The benefits to being a councillor are:
· meeting new people
· learning how Local Authorities work
· being involved in trying to improve
the area we live in.
You don’t have to take on a specific
role to be involved in your community
council. All members play an important
part by thinking creatively about what we
can do together to improve the lives of
local people. If you do take on a position
you don’t need to feel restricted to only
doing this – members of the Council
support each other and work together to
make things happen.

We’re looking for people who want to help their
local community

Time commitment can be as little as 2
hours per month, or more if you have
the time.
No special skills are required, simply an
interest in working to make ours a
better community.
If you would like more information about
joining your Community Council, please
email the chairperson Brian Wailes at
chair@eskbanknewbattlecc.org.

ENCC meetings come and join us

Congrats to our
new Councillors

Love where
you live!

Open to all residents and
held from 6.30-8.30pm on
the second Thursday of
the month at Edinburgh
College, Dalhousie Road.
Following our summer
break, our next meeting
will be on Thursday
8th September.

We’d like to welcome
Councillor Bryan
Pottinger (Lab) to
our Ward, along with
returning Councillors
Peter Smaill (Cons) and
Stuart Mackenzie (SNP).
To contact them, call
0131-270 7500

Recent resident successes
include working with
Edinburgh College
campus to reduce littering
and the transformation
of the Royal Mail box at
Broomhill Drive. We can
all make our community
a better place to live!

NHS 24 – 111
Samaritans
0131 221 9999

Get in touch with your thoughts on these articles, as well as suggestions and ideas for
a future newsletter or meetings: mailbox@eskbanknewbattlecc.org
Newsletter designed by Anna Macwhirter

